m 

?rcrreuj 


4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) 

F edercrr~Bureau 01 ,^.,/estigation 
Records Branc 


P 




3 ranch ' 

2cl 


D 


O-i 

1911. 


| ■ 1 Name Searching Unit - Room 6527” 

LZ-J Service Unit - Room 6524 
I Forward to File Review 

J Attention 

J Return to ; 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

r egular Request (Analytical Search) 

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 


_1 Subversive Refe 





Ty pe of Search Requested: 

I Restricted to Locality of 




□ Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

□ Buildup L 1 Variations 





Subject 

Birthdate'<£ Place 
Address 



<£> /a-7/< 




oS 


T Date 


&iMorh& v aer siudsr 


Oa Xai 







Searcher , 
Initials 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 


'(*yo 


J, 




77- ISrlb'i 

gS < ^ >< / £u^r-^y~> #/a;/bfr 1: ’ v : T 


--57 


TT 


rJeOSCl'l -'j'M/fZ 


o /jd± t ■ 

£Sm 


V/S "37 " 


i±ttx \JdJu!* I >A 

lhwsfz g;: 

577 /^ 


30 v// ' 7 /affo i* . »■ 1 

dLzidj=s^<>2iy 


.^72 - 




7[k* 




* -V 
,*!C 







/ 


J. 




y.;* 




- » . 




* f 

Bepott Torm \ 
FD-263 <5-12.55.) * 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fiepoxtinf Office Office of Origin 

NEW YORK - = BUREAU 

TITLE OF CASE 

MARIAN ANDERSON, aka., 

* Mrs . Orpheus Hodge Fisher, 
MarianBlina Blanche Anderson 


Date 

6/3/58 

Report made -by 


Investigative Period 

5 / 7 , 9 , 13 -, 23 , 26 - 29 ; 6 / 2 , 3/58 

Typed By: 



CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopeu: 


W' 

ht 

0 


Atf, 

Appointee's career 

verified. Returned from Europe and began career under 
management of SOL HUROK, her present manager. Information 
regarding SCL*HIR£^i££^uJ^ Associates at Hurok 
Attractions, an< ^ professional associates 

regard her favorably. Neighbors at New York home recommend 
her. No pertinent information, "New York Times" morgue. 

No credit, BSS, or arrest record. MARIAN ANDERSON 
appears on letterhead of American Committee for Spanish 
Freedom as a sponsor. Newspaper article reflects she 
spoke before 19^6 meeting of Council on African Affairs. 
These two organizations designated by Attorney General 
of US pursuant to Executive Order lofeo. MARIAN ANDERSON 
reportedly agreed to be a sponsor of congress To Free 
EARL BROWDER". BROWDER was General Secretary of 
Communist Party. No Board of Elections information 
located. NY confidential informants gave no information^ 
concerning appointee. 
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REFERENCE : 

Bureau airtels to NY, 5/2/58 and 5/21/58. 


DETAILS: 


Professional gather 



ml 


He sa? 

she was attending South FhlladelpTila "High' School for Girls 
did occasiona^a^ig^g to supplement the family income. 
According toBJI^BJysh e studied music in Philadelphia until 
a bout 1924 . wnensn^won a competition at Lewisohn Stadium in 
New" York and began more frequent concerts. He explained that 
she had considerable difficulty in winn ing recognition and he] 

concerts wer e Irregular and infrequent. 

IjjjlElOg these years f f rr»m -fl.bjiut.-JJi 
a. li’urther, he si 






JfcV 


bV 


the 

appointee's^^H^^m^^^^^^^^^^PmHmmH|^ and 

said he has ^^e^na^cau^^^^quest^i^th^appo^itee ' s associates 
As a young girl, she was very steady, not given to snap judgments, 
and has always been of very stable disposition. He added 3he 
has never expressed herself to any degree on political matters* 
inasmuch as she is not primarily interested in politics. In 
his estimation. Miss ANDERSON'S beliefs fall well within the 
framework of the major political party system and he said she 
believes an artist can do her people more good if the artist 
-rSmSlhS^lri^the" art1;atl£ : ?f leld^H # aisdd^she-^ 
h erself and very muct^^^pp^^g ^ t-h'e "phi l tl ■r.ni " ZaSHSTkles 
oTPAUL ROB ESON. said Miss ANDERSON knows Mr. ROBESON 

aT^ - professional colleague but th e_re ^ haa never bean any personal 
friendship between thent. — Accorcf 
has known and admired 



■*”*«*. 

to 

ano 



, "Miss' 

er professional colleague 1 . 


added that the appointee is a patriotic 
American who can be relied upon to act with good judgment in any 
capacity she may undertake. He feels she is richly endowed with 
humility, depth of character, generosity, and kindness. 
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He said she is extremely well fitted to occupy a 
requiring discretion, tact, and trustworthiness. 
advised jthatJifiJjas seen her only infrequently sine 



Hife 



related that during the yeax'S 
Miss ANDERSON, her professional contacts 
were limited* For this reason, and due to the passage of 
time, he could suggest no one who would be acquainted with 
her early career. 
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Columbia Artists Management, Inc 
(formerly Columbia Concerts) 

113 West 57th Street 
Hew York. New York 


Investigate 

May 27, 1958, 'b3 


in this caption was conducted on 


that 


?1D 


b^ 


stal 


le was 




ull o a LUUIPU anu m mmmimmr 

T f" a bout l9il +, when SOL HuiioK offered the appointee 
IjS^aHflsrcontract. Miss ANDERSON tried to get 

“k to match the guarantee but he said he could not 
at xnat^time and she subsequently returned to America 
under SOL HURON'S managementandha^remained under nis 
management to the present. 

ANDERSON'S ter 

pJmsyXia! °(|iB|Bb e ™at.rhe recalls one’wiLLIAM 
KING who was accompanist for the appointee for a brief 
period but he has not heard of KING for a number of 
years and knows nothing about him. He no 

reason to question Mr. KING in any way. & lso 

v sbab^d'--that^the'C€ippointSe; has.- s unrounded . Hersqlf^With: ^ 

professional managers at Htfrok Attractions and he has 
never had reason to question her associates there. 


*pjr 
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stated 

she first met Miss ANDERSON abou^H!wenty-f ive years 
ago and has seer^ie^soc^l^j^several times since that 
time. Both fHHmUHHBBiK stated that they have 
never heard oi^n^appointee being connected with any 
political movement and they stated they know her to be 
truly American and one of the finest persons they know. 

They stated they have never heard of any association 
Miss ANDERSON has had with PAUL ROBESON and they stated 
Miss ANDERSON is a 'person of the finest patriotism, 
character, reputation, and integrity. They believe 
she is a person whom the whole world would approve of 
in any position and they unreservedly recommended her 
for a position of responsibility, trust, or confidence. 

New York|^|B on November 3* 1955* advised 
that in June, 1955* the Council on African Affairs 
dissolved and at the time of dissolution PAUL ROBESON 
was Chairman of the organization. 

The Council on African Affairs and the Communist 
Party have been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

New YorkfB^ in June, 1950, advised that 
PAUL ROBESON was known to him, prior to 1945» as a 
concealed Communist. 



bit 

P> 

b!d 


- .... New York in April, 1944* advised that 

PAUL ROBES ON.’ S Communi^T Party name was JOHN THOMAS. 

^ m ^ advised that he could think of 
no one else who would be familiar with this period of 
the appointee’s, cars 

^ advised 
Ja^^Ja^ffiliated with Miss ANDERSON rrom"approximately 
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1926 to 1929, mmBli He stated the appointee 
had not furthered her career to the extent that she 
desired in the late 1920's and he advised her to go to 
Europe. He noted that SOL HUROK became aware of the appointee 
in Europe, in about 1934, brought her to America, and has 
been her manager since. He stated Miss ANDERSON was refused 
the right to sing at Constitution Hall, Washington, D.C., 
in the late 1930's, and in its place, Mrs. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 
wife of the former President, planned an open-air concert 
for Miss ANDERSON. PT^^j^e^t his concert won the appointee 
national acclaim. ^^mm^|continued that he has had 
no business contact with the appointee for five or six 
years but he had close contact with her through her present 
manager in prior years. To his knowledge, the appointee 
never had any association with PAUL ROBESON and he stated 
he knows her to be a person of excellent patriotism, 
character, reputation, and loyalty. Further, he stated 
Miss ANDERSON conveys deep sincerity and has won the 
admiration and respect of the world. Miss ANDERSON 
comports herself with dignity and can adapt herself 
to any situation. He stated the appointee is highly 
suitable for any government position requiring the utmost 
in loyalty, discretion, and judgment. 

Hurok Attractions, Inc. 

730 5th Avenuei : d<; 

New York, New York 


M 


tf/t 


Investiga tion in this captio n was conducted 
w .on May : .26, 1958,, „by SA - 

f advised he has 

known Miss ANDERSON for eighteen years both professionally 
and personally. He stated she is very temperate and 
very Christian and her life is based on these principles. 
Further, she practices her Christian beliefs and is a 
person of the highest moral chara cter, reputation, and 
undoubted patriotism. flHIH^fcstated her associates 
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have never been other than loyal citizens of good reputation, 
recommended her without reservation for a government 
position in which access to restricted information and 
undoubted patriotism are required. He noted that SOL HUROK 
is presently in California, and will not return to New 
York for/appju>xiInately ten days. 




stated 

that he has been associated with Miss ANDERSON for 12 
years through this office. He added that si 

"great lady" and he trusts her implicitly. 

stated that in show business one has the opportunity to meet 
famous people without their aura of publicity and Miss 
ANDERSON is a great person, both professionally and_ 
personally , with or without attendant publicity. 

_____ noted that SOL HUR OK has ma naged the 

appointee for'^H§~^great.er_pjart.._Pf her....American career 
and brought her to Amer i c a jf r om.. JSurope^ in December, 1935* 

He stated he "is not 'acquainted with the eaflier7~relatlvely 
unknown phases of Miss ANDERSON’S career and has no know- 
ledge of WILLIAM KING , her accompanist during her early 
days. stated the appcfritee is worthy of 

any pos^lbrw*equTrlng unquestioned patriotism, character, 
and reputation^ 


is noted: 


Concerning SOL HUROK, the following information 


The New York "Herald Tribune", dated March 18, 

1956, reflected that S. HUROK, American impresario, and 
VLADIMIR STEPANOV, head of the Foreign Department of the 
Ministry of Culture, announced at a Joint press rally , _ 

March 17, 1956, that Hurok Artists, Inc. will handle future 
American visits of Soviet artists. 


was interviewed on October 31* 1956, 



by SAS 
stated 


con 


u ent contact w ith 

These 

of a business 
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and cultural nature involving his occupation 

Records of the Bureau of Special Services, 

New York Cit^Po^^^Department, as reviewed on November 30, 
1956, by SA revealed that S.M. HUROK 
(Producer), was, on October 28, 1941, a sponsor of the 
Russian War Relief, Inc. These records further reflect 
that HUROK was listed as a guest to be seated on the 
platform at a rally held under the auspices of Russian 
War Relief at Madison Square Garden, New York City, on 
June 22, 1942. The report of the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 

78 th Congress, 2nd Session, pages 364 - 365 , reflected 
the following: 

"Communist Party, under whatever name it has 
operated, has maintained front organizations and conducted 
enterprises for the sole purpose of carrying on propaganda 
on behalf of the Soviet Union. Some of the more important 
of these fronts and enterprises have been .... Russian War 
Relief. " > 


These records further reflected that S. HUROK 
was on the mailing list of the American Council on Soviet 
Relations (ACSR), New York City, February 17, 1941. The 
ACSR has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States, pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


A pamphlet entitled, "Investigation on Un- 
American Propaganda Activities in the United States, 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities, H Q use of 
Representatives, 78 th Congress, MARTIN DIES, Texas, 
Chairman", v reflects, on page 1202 that S.- HUROK was a 
sponsor of a Congress of the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship, Inc., 232 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 


\ 



The National Council of American-Soviet - 
Friendship, Inc. has been designated by the Attorney] 
General of the United States, pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


J * 
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Jvised that Mr. HUROK signed Miss ANDERSON 
in June, 1935* and first presented her in December, 1935. 
He stated she has been under Mr. HUROK' s management 
since that time and had previously been singing in Europe. 
He statedthatpreviou^Jjoligi^JuroDeai^xperience^she 
had beenM^ JMWBU^BMBBBBBPJm In 

JsWm^Ton^^Ts^^NDERSOl^j^The greatest 
lady that this office knows and is probably the greatest 
person, from a personal standpoint, of the artists 
managed by this office. He stated her patriotism, 
background, demeanor, and integrity are unquestioned and 
he recommends her highly for a responsible or trust- 
worthy position. 





__ stated 

that she has known Miss ANDERSON for the entire time she 
has been managed by Mr. HUROK, or approximately 22 years. 

She noted that the appointee hat^orev^usl^been traveling 
in Europe, and under contract She stated 

that the ear liest davs of the appo intee's career were 

and that WILLIAM KING 

:companist during the "earliest days of her career. 
She has no knowledge concerning Mr. KING and stated the 
appointee has known PAUL ROBESON only as a professional 
colleague. She stated Mr. ROBESON and Miss ANDERSON 
have never been close friends and that Miss ANDERSON 
has nothing ir^ommor^r^jh Mr. ROBESON'S point of view. 
According she has never had any reason 

to doubt Miss andekson irrany way and she considers her 
to be a patriotic, reliable, kind, trustworthy, and very 
discreet person. She recommends the appointee highly for 
any work; rewiringvd isbretion or good judgment* S he added 
that: Mis s ANDERSON 1 s currently 

in California. 














-;C: 


- 7 - 









NY 77-23894 . . " — -_ - 





for the appointee is now dead. He was aware that WILLIAM 
KING was Miss ANDERSON’S accompanist in the beginning of 
her career but he stated he has no information about KING. 

He added, however^^h^^ie has never had reason to doubt 
KING in any way. stated he and Miss ANDERSON 

have worked together closely for 18 years. She was born 
in Philadelphia, attended high school there, arid came to 
New York, where she won a prize in a competition at 
Lewisohn Stadium. A few years thereafter she went to 
Europe for study and Mr. HUROK subsequently became her 
manager. He noted that she lives at Marianna Farm, 

Danbury, Connecticut, but also has an apartment at 1200 
Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, which is also the 
business addres^of her husband, ORPHEUS FISHER, an 
architect. continued that the appointee is 

acquainted wl^I^AUL ROBESON but their differences in 
politics make their contacts very infrequent and superficial. 
He explained that Miss ANDERSON has never been involved 
in politics and is primarily interested in her music and 
in her Connecticut farm. He stated she does not approve 
of Mr. ROBESON’S political activities or affiliation. 

He continued that the appointee's character, reputation, 
and patriotism are above reproach and she enjoys very great 
stature and respect. He stated her conduct on her recent 
goodwill tour in Asia was exemplary and her statements 
political, which is typical of her attitude, 
recommended Miss ANDERSON. 


were non' 





advised that the appointee’s family consists of her 
husband, ORPHEUS FISHER; her mother, ANNIE ANDERSON, and 
her,- two sisters, ALYSE. ANDERSON and ETHEL ANDERSON,; 
DePRIEST, the Jk&tter^ihbee of which live in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 


^American National 

leatre and Academy, (ANTAJ, 1543 Broadway, New York, 

New York, stated that his knowledge of Miss ANDERSON 


f 

C/X'. 
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bit 

tf> 


bib 


is purely professional but he has found her to be a person 
of the finest character, patriotism, and reputation. He 
stated she is a great person, who is charming, intelligent 
and dignified. He noted that ANTA has a charter from 
ngress in the performing arts field as an agency 

Department of State for arranging tours of selected 
artists, which tours are subsidized to the extent that the 
expenses are not earned. Miss ANDERSON went on such a 
goodwill tour under contract to ANTA and under the auspices 
of the Department of State* He stated this tour covered 
the Par East and South East Asia and extended from 

tember IQ. 1 Q57. to November ^0. 1957. Her husband, 

iccorapanied her~ancT^^J^|HHMB stated the toufwas a 
resounding success, ti^sbatedtnat proof of Miss ANDERSON'S 
patriotism and good judgment is shown in her statements 
during the tour in which she handled herself with dignity 
and restraint. He feels that her patriotism and character 
are of the highest ancMi^recoimnende^ie^w^hou^jeservation. 
He had an< * 

he could suggest no one else in this organization who would 
know her well. 



See It Now staff, 

Columbia Broadcasting System. 455 Mad ison Avenue. New York . 
New York, on May 27, 1958, advised SA 
that in connection with the 
the appointee, her husband f 

goodwill tour of the Far East and South East Asia, sponsored 
by lANTAjand Department instate, from approximately 
September to December, 1957* He stated he was closely 
associated with Miss ANDERSON and her husband during this 



period an,d,h.as, met them on occasions since... He was .. ... , 

not prof esslbnaiiy acquainted with the appointee but during 
the above association he found her to be an intelligent, 
articulate, and diplomatic individual who ably and 
favorably represented her country. He mentioned that she 
has excellent personal hfcbits and always has complete 
control of her faculties. Nothing has ever come to his 
attention that would cause him to question the character, 
reputation, associations or loyalty of either Miss ANDERSON 
or her husband and he highly recommends her for .ja government 
position requiring tact, discretion, confidence, and 
undoubted patriotism. .. . 
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Neighborhood < - — 

1200 ’>> h Avenue 
New York, New York 

Investigatio n under this captio n was conducted 
on May 27, 1958, by 



advised that 

Miss ANDERSON and her husband, ORPHEUS FISHER, an 
architect, have lived at this address for approximately 
the past year. He stated their home is a farm in Connecticut, 
but when the appointee is in New York she lives here. He 
estimated she spends approximately one thir^o^hei^^me 
her^^Jte stated the FISHERS have been 

■Hfand are well regarded by their nETOrpo riT * Their 
conduce is above reproach, according to and he has 

had no reason to doubt their loyalty or character. He 
stated he would recognize PAUL ROBESON from newspaper 
publicity and he has never known ROBESON to visit Miss 
ANDERSON'S apartment. He considers her to be a devout 
person who is devoted to^this country and he recommends 
her. 





of the above address, 1 

starred mar; sne nas known Miss ANDERSON socially 
"or twenty years and as a neighbor for the past year or so. 

She also knows SOL HURON, whom she stated has closely 
guided Miss ANDERSON'S career since 1934. She stated she 
is acquainted with WILLIAM KING who was the appointee's 
first accompanist in about 1923. He has not been accompanist ~ 
with Miss ANDERSON since the late 1920's. She stated 
she does not know KING well but has never had reason to 
question his patriotism or character. In her opinion. 

Miss ANDERSON is extremely devoted to her career as a 
contralto singer and is most anxious to use her talent 
to further the best interests of this country. She 
stated there is no question as to the appointee's associations 
or patriotism and she is positive that Miss ANDERSON has had 
no social contacts with PAUL ROBESON. She stated -they have 
nothing in common except their music. She highly recommends 
the appointee. 
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,, of the above address, a 

housewife, stated she has known Miss ANDERSON and her 

husband as neighbors for about the past year. She occasionally 

visits in the FISHER apartment and has had the opportunity 

to discuss political id_ _ gv with Miss ANDERSON. She 

stated that the latter expressed a strong loyalty to this 

country and is anxious to use her talent to further the 

foreign policies important to this country. She stated 

the character, conduct, reputation, and associates of 

the appointee and her husband are above reproach and she 

has never known PAUL ROBESON to be associated with 

Miss ANDERSON. She recommends the appointee as an 

extremely loyal American, a very devout person, and 

one who would be well qualified for a position of trust. 



__ of the above address,] 

[vised she^Kas known the appointee 
lelghbor and social acquaintance for the past year and 
has closely followed her career for the past thirty years. 
She stated WILLIAM KING, the appointee's accompanist 
during the early days of her career, is presently the 
organist at St. Luke 1 3 Church in New York City. She 
stated she has no reason to question KING and has never 
known Miss ANDERSON to be associated with PAUL ROBESON 
except to have possibly appeared on the same program with 
him. She characterized Miss ANDERSON and her husband 
as loyal citizens of good character, reputation, and 
associates and recommends Miss ANDERSON without hesitation. 

». of the above address, 

a housewife^^ated she has. known Miss ANDERSON for the 
past ten years and highly recommends her in every respect. 
She stated the appointee ' s patriotism, character, demeanor, 
and associates are above reproach. 

Credit 


Records of the Credit Bureaj^^^G^^^^^w 
vr>T»k. an checked on May 9> 1958, by for 

SA reflected no information concerning 

MARE^^u?D^^^N^aTso known as, Mrs. Orpheus Hodge Fisher, 
Marian Elina Blanche And^son; or Orpheus Hodge Fisher. 


r:-W 






- 11 - 






NY 77-23894 


Arrest Record 



located concerning the appointee or her husband as named 


associated with* her. He stated Miss ANDERSON has good 
traits, is very tactful, and very dignified, and makes a 
good impression. He stated Miss ANDERSON and PAUL ROBESON 
have nothing lia icommon except their music and he doubts 
very much if there has been any association between them. 
He stated he would recommend the appointee without 
hesitation in regard to character, patriotism, and 


considers her one of her best friends. She characterized 
the appointee as a great human being as well as an artist 
of international stature. In addition, she stated 
Miss ANDERSON has a deeply rooted belief in freedom 
and democracy, is a deeply religio ’ is 

incapable of resentment or anger. stated 



b% 



she has never heard any personal c 
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appointee and Miss ANDERSON is humorous, outgoing, warm, 
and of unquestioned patriotism and integrity. She stated 
further that Miss ANDERSON furthered good relations in all 
the countries she visited on her recent g ,£*.1 tour and •. 
her warmth, affection, and generosity were obvious to all. 
In her estimation the appointee is always gracious and 
responsive to the simplest people as well a3 to world- 
famous individuals and she feels the appointee is an 
excellent choice for a government position requiring 
tact, responsibility, and trust or confidence. She 
stated Miss ANDERSON knew PAUL ROBESON several years 
ago but has had no contact with him for many years . 

She explained that Miss ANDERSON feels that ROBESON'S 
way of thinking is no way of accomplishing good and she 
was never a friend of him. Further, Miss ANDERSON feels 
badly about ROBESON'S political activity and has felt 
that her job as an artist is to sine^n^iQ^j(^j>e 
affiliated with any organization. added 

that she never knew WILLIAM KING and has never had reason 
to doubt any of^the appointee's associates. 


KIP 



New York, advisee 

on May 27 ,^^ 5 o^Thathe has been on a joint program' 1 
with the appointee a few times but has had little 
association with her. He considers her to be a gracious 
lady concerning whom he has never heard any unfavorable 
information. He stated he has had no reason to question 
her patriotism, integrity, or character and he has no 
reason to think that her associates have ever been other 
than' loyal Artb'rlcans He stated he recalls one WILLIAM 
KING, who was a piano accompanist. He stated that he 
has mever recalled him playing for the appointee . He 
stated he has not heard of KING for years. He stated he 
is insufficiently acquainted with Miss ANDERSON to enable 
him to comment in detail but has no reason to think that 
she would not be qualified for a government position. 
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On May 28, 1958, SA 
the records of the Bureau of Special serv 

lent, to be checked by 

No record was located concemiiig 
lamed in the title of this report, or 
for ORPHEUS HODGE FISHER. 


of Manhattan, as checked on May, 28, 1958, reflected no 
information concerning the appointee or her husband, at 
1200 5th Avenue, New York, New York, for the years 
1950 through 1957. 


familiar with certain phases of Communist Party activities 
in the New York area, were contacted during May, 1958. 

They can supply no information concerning appointee, 
as named in the title of this report, or concerning 
ORPHEUS HODGE FISHER. 


February 27, 1942 edition of "P.M.", a former New York 
daily newspaper, reflects that the Dies Committee 
lists the Marian Anderson Citizens Committee as a Communist 
front group. The article went on to say that this 
Committee was formed in the Spring of 1939 after the 
Daughters of the American Revolution had denied Miss 
ANDERSON the right to appear in Constitution Hall in 
Washington. It related that the Committee sponsored I 

her appearance at the Lincoln Memorial there. 1 

An article on page 3, column 3, of the September 17, 1 
“Daily Worker” identified Miss MARIAN ANDERSON as Co-Chairman 




Records of the Board of Elections, Borough 


A number of confidential informants, who are 


An article entitled "How It's Done" in the 
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of the Citizens Emergency Conference for Inter-Racial 
Unity. This article also states that "A widely ~ 
representative executive committee of the conference 
includes Dr. Max Yergan, Council on African Affairs." 

The "Daily Worker" of April 22, 1947, described 
MAX YERGAN as Executive Director of the Council on 
African Affairs. 


Information concerning the Council on African 
Affairs has been set out above. 


The "Daily Worker" is a former East Coast 
Communist daily newspaper which suspended publication 
on January 13, 1958. 


L h l) / Jh New York^^P" who is not available for recontact 

C'Zj J January, 1946, made available a letter on the stationery 

of the American Committee for Spanish Freedom. On the 
rear of this letterhead stationery appears a 
list of sponsors of the organization and this list contains 
the name "Marian Anderson" not further identified. 

The American Committee for Spanish Freedom 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


hot 


New York advised in January, 1946, that the 
Council on African Affairs held a mass meeting on 
January 7, 1946, at the Abyssinian Baptist Church, 

138th Street, near Seventh Avenue, New York City. Two 
to three, thousand people were present and on^of the 
speakers was Miss MARION ANDERSON. - New York continued 
that Miss ANDERSON sa!3 the audience, as members of her 
race, should stand by the Council on African Affairs 
and support it with contributions of money and foodstuff. 

The informant also said PAUL ROBESON sang 3 numbers and asked I 
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NY 77-23894 


the audience for complete support of the Council. 



New York ^j^^was recontacted on Kay 28, 1958, 
and could furnish no additional information concerning 
the above meeting or Miss ANDERSON. 


& 

'i 


An article entitled^ "ROBESON, ANDERSON Pack 
"Aid to Africa' Meeting", on page 40, columns 1 and 2, of 
the January 12, 1946 edition of 'The Peoples Voice", 
a New York newspaper, reflects that MARIAN ANDERSON and 
PAUL ROBESON addressed a meeting sponsored by the Council 
on African Affairs at the Abyssinian Baptist Church on 
the previous Monday night. This article stated that MAX 
YERGAN, founder and executive director of the Council, 
addressed the meeting. The article went on to say that 
"Miss MARIAN ANDERSON received a standing ovation that 
lasted for several minutes before she was allowed to speak. 
After declaring that she wanted to go to Africa in the 
near future, she said she knew the audience would 'give 
until there was no more to give for the suffering South 
Africans"'... "PAUL ROBESON was the climax speaker and 
he had the audience hanging on his every word. " 


New York who is not available for recontact, I 
in March, 1942, advised that MARIAN ANDERSON (not further 1 
identified) had agreed to be a sponsor of the congress \ 
"To Free EARL BROWDER’.’. 


The "New York Herald Tribune” of October 1, 1952, 
a New York daily newspaper, refers to EARL BROWDER as 
General Secretary of the Communist Party from 1930 through 
1944. An article by LOUIS BUDENZ in the "Daily Worker" of 
May 23, 1944, page 2, reflects EARL BROWDER was elected 
President of the Communist Political Association on May 22, 



^^^....^^. The Comraunist Polit ical As s oc iation has been designated! 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 
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TO 


e Memorandum • 

DIRECTOR, FBI (77-78164) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

6 / 3/58 


DATE: 




^^FR°M_: SAC, NEW YORK (77-23894) ‘ ~7 

/ sub Ject: MARIAN ANDERSON, aka 

Mrs. Orpheus Hodge Fisher, Marian 
Elina Blanche Anderson 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 

^Enclosed herewith are 2 copies of the report of SA| 

_ dated and captioned as 'above, and 2 copies of a 

similarly dated and captioned letterhead memorandum. 


<5# 
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Identity of Informants 


A 


Used in documenting PAUL ROBESON. 
Information re the Council on 
African Affair^mgetin^o^^/7/^6 was 
given to and is 

locatec ______________ 

i^recontacted on 5 / 28/58 by 


is LOUIS BUDENZ, 



b7d 


bit 



lensicy withheld by request. Used 
in documenting PAUL ROBESON. 




bt 


Identity withheld by request. Used 
in documenting PAUL ROBESON. 


Ls a confidential s 



i^sourc^connec ted with the | 

The Information appears 

^nN^ruu-o91?25-99 and the 
informant 4^ not further identified. 


p>L 


, discontinued in 1946. Logs have been 

destroyed/ The Information is reported 
in NY 100-4931-1800, page 2. 
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® - Bureau (77-78164) (Enel. 

1 - New York (77-23894) /> . 
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ALL INFORMATION C 0 f.TA!?:E: 
i HEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE mj/SZ 
& 31 SOUP 
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NY 77-23894 


The identity of the confidential informants 
mentioned in enclosed report is as follows: 



contacted on 5/29/58 
contacted on 5/29/58 
contacted on 5/29/58 
contacted on 5/29/58 
contacted on 5/28/58 


by 

by 

by 

by 

by 




Miscellaneous 





nerican National 

;re ana Academy, whose comments appear in enclosed 
.voluntarily com men ted that he dislikes appointee's 

because he failed to make some 
"of Miss andjskson* s appearances on her recen^Jjou^>f - 
Asia available through all News media, as SIHHv 
said he ha^agreed to do. He added that he recognized 
it Is ^^Hpjob to be "hard headed" an^^^has no 
other reasor^o distrust or question He 

specifically said the above, which he reel^fas failure 
tolive up to the ANT A contract, does not reflect on 
patr^t^m^Jli^above is being mentioned 
because of recollection of his 


father's opinion 
to NY, 5/8/58, 


minion of^K 
^ 58 , and w^^not 


inclusion in enclosed report. 


set out in Philadelphia 
deemed pertinent for 


airtel 
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Untied §tatra department of Suatlrr - 

federal Bureau of luueatigatfnn 

New York, New York 
^ June '3, . 1958 _ 




MARIAN ANDEPSON, Also Known As, 
Mrs. Orpheus Hodge Fisher, 
Marian Elina Blanche Anderson 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Mb'® 


The confidenti al informa: 
report of Special Agent 

furnished reliable info 




entioned in 
_ June 3, 1958, 
the pasj 

_ and r 

tioned in a Dove report, have furnisher 
ormation in the past. Contact with 
has been insufficient to determine 



This is for your information and should not be 
disseminated to any unauthorized person or agency. 


1* 



all information contains 
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AIEIEL 

TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR. FBI 
SAC, WFO (77-62924) 


6/5/58' 


MARIAN ANDERSON 

aka 

SPI 


Re WFO airtel Bureau May 28, 1958. 


The files of the Passport Office. Dept, of 
State, reviewed on 6/3/58 by reflected 

that the appointee was issued passport # 461443 on 9/27/27 _ 
for twelve months travel to Great Britain, France, Italy 
and Switzerland. The appointee was issued passport 


# 215623 on 4/29/30 for one years' travel to Germany for 
the purpose of studying - anil' giving recitals: Dfl 9/1/33 


passport #215623 was renewed and would expire on 4/29/34. 






;• The file reflected that the appointee was 
issued passport #42 on 4/24/34 by Consul General, at 
Stockholm, Sweden, No travel plans were indicated on this • 
passport. The appointee's passport #42 was renewed on 4/17/36 
by American Consul, Rome, Italy, for two yea r^ and to 
expire on 4/24/38. No travel plans were indicated on her 
renewal application of the passport. 


No additional pertinent data appeared in the 


' V' Washington Field will RUC upon receipt 

of outstanding agency check CIA. 


(^•Bureau 
1-WFO 


rei . nnR HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

w DATE J 4a^-BY JKEJS&. 
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> . : TO: !?V DIBBCTOft, 1BI 

v; SACy WO (77-62924) K 

AOTEBSON, aka ' . .. *• . 

■ wm^P}r )*** :?>■ i958 * 

••,,;: : :-^;;^l^4^S4fCI^ adfriaed this . date' : 


6/6/58 


CIA advised this date no derogatory inforaatioo 
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Office Menmandum 

/> 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Hr* Ros< 


G. C 







MABTAW ANDERSON T 
aka Hrs. Orpheus Hodge 
Fishe PECIAL INQUIRY 


DATB: June 13, 

fill INFORMATION contained 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS’rltD , 
-ATE BY 

*37 J£3Z 


1958 




To Is 
Nic: 



Request received 5-1-58 from State to investigate Gand „ 

Anderson for top-level position in State. On 5-8-58. State requested 
investigation be discontinued; on 5-9-58* requested investigation 
held in abeyance; on 5-21-58* requested investigation be completed. 
She was born 2-2/-03, Philadelphia, Pa. Since 1924. has been self 
employed as singer * studying in Europe from approximately 1929 to 
1935* Since 1935* has been associated with Sol^rttok who was a ^ 
sponsor of Russian War Relief, IncprpMated inVX94l i which was 
cihretTby “ House "Committee oh Uh-American Activities (HCUA) 


Tele. Room — 
Holloman 



cirt^'t>y"House Committee on un-American Activities vnoujw ; was on 
mailing list of American Council on Soviet Relations in 1941; and was 
^porrsbr'of a congress of National Council of American-Soviet Relations. 
Latter 2 organizations designated by Attorney General (AG) under 
E.O. 10l“ 




btJ 



i -*'v- r>. ' 


special mailing list of American 

Council for a Democral^W^BSSMBn 1947 which was cited by AG. Her — 
name also on mailing Conference Educational Fund, /; 

Inc., which publi she d Patriot” in 1948 which has been t 

cited by HCUA. She was on mailing list of American Committee for ^ 
Spanish Freedom in 1946 and appeared at a mass meeting of Council on 
African Affairs which has been designated by AG. Paul Robeson on same 
program. He was identified by informant as concealed Communist Party 
(CP) member. Associates of Anderson advised she has no sympathy with 
Robeson* s political beliefs and there is no known association with him. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


A 


NOT RECORD ' 

That the enclosed summary memorandum be 
White House “ " J 

Enc lo sur 




RE&ia ~LL 

NOT RECORDS 

t the enclosed summary memorandum be.T’UJtnij^.ed to the 
Secretary of State and Attorney General;’ 

0 ' \ j 

£ — c> ? 





June 13, ”1958 

BY COURIER SERVICE 


Ml information contained 


The Honorable 

She Secretary of State 

Washington 25, D f C, 


HERON IS.UNCLASS inED^ 


Hy dear Mr, Secretary: 


OATE^Z^LBY. 


in accordance with the request of 
Mr. Boderlc L. O'Connor, In his letter dated April 30, 
195^, an investigation has been conducted by this 
Bureau of Marian Anderson, also known as Mrs. Orpheus 

results of this investigation are 
f enclosed summary memorandum. 



>ted Miss Anderson reportedly resided 
-to 1935* inasmuch as this Bureau has 0 .. 
no facilities for conducting Investigations overseas, c '~ 
the enclosed summary memorandum contains only the results n; 
of the inquiries conducted In the Halted States. ~ 


The investigation of Hiss Anderson covered * 
inquiries as to her character, loyalty, general standing 
and ability, but no inouirias ware made as to 


r>v.. 


sources of her income. 





% 


J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, c;. ^ 

& 

<p % 




Tolson 


Boardman 
Belmcint. 4. 
Mohr — 
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HoW': See dover u m4%q^Callan to Rosen, dated tTune fcd(/ 1958, 
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AQ1INF0RM ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
l &lnMl BY VS'db 
#3736# 


June 13» 1958 
by courier service 


Honorable Sherman Adams 

Tha Assistant to the President 

The White Bouse^ 

Washington, D. C. 


4, 
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Ky dear Mr# Adams# 


2 Cu ,| il<LK Js'vo. : 

JUM1 3 


By letter dated April 30# 192?* Boderic U 
^Connor or the Department of State requested wa 

to §£ prSSSst aat 

Mi5 r SS3«^4^^t;« to a top-level position 
in the Department of State* 

« sSSSSfSi MS of ^ 18 


T v - : - ^ -=: : V^".' : The’ lnvestigati 
inquiries as to her chare 
I ^ 

1 of her Sri epme * 
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Jtohe 13 , 1958 - 

MARIAI^ISeRSOS— ~ ; 

also known ar X/ . _ . 

Kra* Orphan# Ko$mtfSSk«r ' . >• 
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Marian Anderson 




She studied tousle In Europe from approximately 1929 
to 1935# according to associates who have known Miss Anderson 
since the 1920s* 


Miss Anderson has been awarded the 
of Doctor of Music by the following* 


honorary degree 



Howard Ebl varsity, Washington, 

P# C*, June, 1938 J Temple University, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June, 

19^1 1 and Smith College* Northampton, 
Massachusetts, June, 1944* 

NaUial jattttua 

Marian Anderson married Orpheus Hodge Fisher on 
July 2^ 1943, in Bethel, Conaectleott* She has continued the 
use o^pir maiden name throughout her professional career* 

Miss Anderson and her husband permanently reside in Danbury* 
Connectlcutt however, they maintain an apartment in New York 
City^; children have been bom of this marriage. 


V 


" V'V 


Anderson began her professional career as a singer'' 
in 1924 when she won a contest at Lewisofan Stadium in New York 
. City In competition with approximately three hundred other singers, 
a<,aK>c ^®^ e **; s “ e k® 8 bean self-employed since that 

• %: J ^ approximately 1927 to 1928, she was under contract 

to Columbia Artists Management, Incorporated (formerly Columbia 
Concerts). lew York City, and was managed by a representative 
of that 
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Harlan Anderson 




iii 


From approximately 1929 to 1935# according to 
associates, she studied music and gave concerts inEurope. 

from Europe in approximately 1935 and. since 
that time, has been managed by Sol Hurok who owns and 
operates Hurok Attractions, Incorporated, Hew York City* 

Beg in n ing in September, 19??, Miss Anderson toured 
several Far Eastern countries giving concerts under the 
auspices of the. International Cultural Exchange Service, 
Department of State* The tour ended In approximately 
November, 1957* 
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JWJowlng persons Interviewed during this 
investigation highly recommended Miss Anderson for a position 
of trust and confidence! 
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has been per 


varsity, 

advised, 
acquainted with 




;:-v 


fartwi Anderson for ^ 

twenty <*five years* He said she Is a . 

~ * ‘ ~ * ‘ ^ sable 


artist and a woman of Impeccable 
character** He described her as a 


■tolfjpant. 


s a loyal c 



issesses excellent;^# 
Miss Anderson 


■r:-. v' ; ; 


P*V. I"': 
.>vi: 



Hew York 





ily. 
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career began when she won a contest at 
Lewlsohh Stadium In Hew York City and Has 
been an outstanding contralto since that 
time. He advisedthat she studied and _ j. 
toured Euron^gom approximately 1929 to 
1935* vBHHHI advised that Kiss Anderson 
is a person or the highest character and she 
Is without doubt a loyal citizen. 
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, advised that 

is Known Miss Anderson since 1927* 
stated she vae refused the right 
sing in Constitution Hall in Washington, 
c. f in the late 1930a and Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt , wife of the former president, 
planned an open-air concer t for her wh ich 
von her national acclaim* 
stated Miss Anderson la sincere and has 
von the admiration and respect of the 
world. He stated she la suitable for 
an y position requiring the utmost loyalty, 
discretion and judgment* ' 



-Pr? 


Amer*v«M» lw) , r^rrwi uroam r i m » | — T-mj ■ 

Hew York City, tated that 

he la acquainted with Miss Anderson on a 
professional basis only and has found 
her to be a person of the highest character, 
patriotism and reputation* He also stated 
she la a person who la charmin g, intelligent 
and dignified. noted that 

the American Rational Theater and Academy 
has a charter from Congress in the field 
of arts as an agency of the Department of 
State for the purpose of arranging tours 
ofeelected artists* He said Mias Anderson} 

that it 

resounding success* He stated that proof 
of Mias Anderson’s patriotism and good 
- “ shown in her statements 

in which she handled 


of - Miss s Anderson 


w owrpejLX wxvu, dUU 


f v|th dignity and restraint. 



Danbury i 



advised he has known Miss JWUUl'ilUU and 
her husband for approximately five years, 
having met them at a number of civic 
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Marian Anderson 
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functions* miHoontlnued 
that Mias Anderson has an excellent 
reputation In the community and he 
has ho reason to question her loyalty* 

He related that Miss Anderson*# associates 
who are known to him have all appeared to 
be people of good character* 




__ temple Univereityj 

Philadelphia* Pennsylvania* 
advised he is acquainted with' 1 
Mies Anderson but not as a close personal 
friend* Be eald ehe is a noble and 
dignified person who* in the eyes of 
the entire rauslo profession* has been 
admired as an artist end an exeeptionally 
fins person* Be said there it no quoetlon 
in hie mind concerning her ability* 
loyalty or patriotism* 

■■■■■■■I personal 

aoqualntanoe* Danbury* Connecticut* 



, the 

‘fl ews Times*" Danbury* Conn ect lout* 

Philadelphia 

Orchestra* Academy of Music* Philadelphia* 
. . Pennsylvania* 4^, ; ■ : . ; / 

BHI p«raoncr acquaintanc e* Hew 
fork City* ■■^Mgidvisea 


v 5-C .v-'VVsr* f u - 1 1 .v 4 MS * ^ 
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Other 


saj 


described Mias 

Anderson as the ” first lady of the 
world*** Be also said she is a great 
person* not only as an artist but as a 


V 


«* 5 * 


human being, and wilH be a tremendoue 
asset to the United States in the present 
struggle betwes^hotali tar lantern and the 
free world, ipm said Miss Anderson 
sought his advice concerning the acceptance 
of the appointment tendered her and he 
said he advised her that if she Is 
needed by the Government she should take 
this appointment ejven though it will 
represent a conoid erabl«^*inanc lal 
sacrifice to her. said that the 
Government couldf^BERnrgreater or 
more loyal person to represent and promote 
the interests of the United States. 



ri- 


ft* records of the Bureau of Special 
Services# New York Police Department# New 
York City, revealed that Sol Hurok 
( producer) # wai' ai sponsor of Hussion 
War Belief# Incorporated# on October 28# 

1941* these records further revealed 
that he was listed as a guest to bs seated 
on the platform at a rally held under the 
aueplcea of Russian War Belief# Incorporated# 
at Madison Square Garden on June 22# 1942. 

She report of the Special Committee 
Un-American Activities, United Sta 
of Representatives# 78th Congress# a 
session# reflected the following} 

"Communist Pai»t& under whatever name It 
ha8operated#hasmalnta front organise* 
tlons and conducted an terprl >e s for the 
sole purpose of carrying on propaganda on 
behalf of the Soviet Union. Some of the 
more important of these fronts and enterprises 
have been • .^ Russian War Relief#'* 

The records of the Bureau of Special Services 
further revealed that S. Hurok waa on the 
mailing Hat of the American Council on 
Soviet Relations# New York City# on 


Marian Anderson 


February 17 , 1941* The American Council 
on Soviet Relations has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 


A pamphlet entitled, "Investigation on 
Uo~ American Propaganda Activities in 
the United States } Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities. House of 
Representatives, 78th Congress. Martin 
Dies, Texas. Chairman ^ reflects on 
page 1202 that s, Hurok was a sponsor 
of a congress of the national Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship, Hew York City* 
The Rational Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 


. V* ■ V-- 








is mrum Anderson 

^ Be said that his family 

'^rlan Anderson* s family had exchanged 
-Visits throughout the years* 

}sald JOat Anderson’s character ? 
slemish and she is undoubtedly ; 
M*t ladles, of, America* 

ksald Miss Anderson 9 s associates 

are all above reproach and she is a person 
of great ability# Be said she would lend 
dignity and prestige to any Government 
position and he described hey aa a loyal 






Marian Anderson 




i. 



*St***«*rf^v • 



Q&ltad State# pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 



Marian Anderson 


Youth for Democracy has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the Halted 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


On No 


bt 



le Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
has bean designated by the Attorney General 
of the Ohlted States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450# 






e National Lawyers* Guild was cited by the 

Congressional Committee on Gh-Amerlcan v .J- .v 

on the National lawyers 

" " Guild. House Report Number 3123# September 21# 
1950# as follows t 


v r: T. ' 
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/ i •< .Vt. - 


‘’Cited as a Communist front which Is the 
foremost legal bulwark of the Communist 
Party, ~ its front organisations, and controlled 
unions and which since its inception, has 
never 'failed to rally to the legal defense 
of the Communist Party and individual members 
thereof, Including known espionage agents#" 


B/C' 
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♦Anonymous 

♦♦Anonymous 
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Marita Anderson 



bit 


considers her to be a person of 
excellent character and reputation* 

She said Mice Anderson is respected by 
everyone who knows her and that she 
has never heard anything unfavorable 
concerning her or her associates* She 
said Mias Anderson is a person with 
auoh determination that she believes 

i** 3 ** 0 *’ tould do almost anything 
she set out to do* said 

Miss Anderson is a loyS^oitissen* 



ill 

aiBB; 


-Ag»ne? ChMk« 

refleot thn^Mi^Ar,^^ Passport Offloe, Dapartaont of State, 
reiieox tnat JUea Anderson has been iosued ton oaesnortn #>**" # 

travel abroad from 1927 to 1956 for et^ aS bSJiSS JefSn* 
available* n ° ert t0ura * No addltlonal Pertinent Information was 

T* 1 ? of the House Committee on Un-American 

l Investigations Division* civil Service CommiSsioni 
Office of Security# Department of state; Central Intelligence 1 

* G-2, - 
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Department of the Army 
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Anderson 




— , „ s tbs central filet of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation contain no additional pertinent identifiable 
information o oncoming Mite Anderson* 


et 


»raon*s father it deceased* H er mother 

reside 

South Martin Street* Philadelphia^ PennarlTTnia* 


5v 


tffi 


husband, 


Her only other living inmedlate relative it her 



'ongrese of American women 

been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450 • 





aaflifcjaMasguaaa . . 

. 

' lew enforcement agenolet 

end credit bureaus were cheeked during this investigation and 
no pertinent Identifiable information oonoeming Klee Anderson 
or bar living Immediate relatives was obtained* ^ 

. * y ri '-VJOltf v:i-* £ V f v 1 \ ■"?+ \ L.v* / v . fc t ^ ‘ ’ 

V7:V:£c^iS*. ■’■ "•' -~7; ' f > - . •> ^‘7 

■ confidential Informant* who has furnished reliable 

lnforMtlon ln the past and who la not personally acquainted 
with Mist Anderson* advised on November 15* 1947* that ths 
nanmHarianAnderaon/ 762 South Martin Street* appeared cn a 
special mailing list or the Philadelphia chapter of the American 
Council for a Democratic Greece, which advert lead a public council 

'• '• - • 

e Anonymous " 

» 11 • " 



-jm 


nr . , 1 .yrnymi w*mmp ** ** * **, — m r w ’ **. JlWi * IW ffT tWV ? ? r*ry? K!g P y r 


Harlan Anderson 


Hoveab** *0, 

'•* riea: 


1947* The American Council 
islgnated by the Attorney 


meeting to he held 

fAs> i Democffttl ft Qreeoe has 

Central of the United Statea pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

the June 5, 194$, iesue of the "Horwalk Hour," a 
newspaper in Horwalk, Connecticut, oontalned an article 
reflecting that an organisational seating of the independent 
CltisensCoasittee of the Art a. Solenoes. and Professions vac 
held on done 4, 1945* Ihe article stated, in part, that at 
telegram of greeting fres Marled Anderson, the noted einger, 
sac read* The Independent Cltlseas Committee of the Arts. 
Solenoes. and Profeaaione saa cited as a communist front by 
the Bouse Committee on tfe*4aftrtoan Activities in its report 
dated April 1, 1951* 

A confidential informant, she has furnished reliable 
information in tha past, advised in 1945 that the name Marian 
Attdareon, BPD I, Danbury, Connecticut, see on the mailing lint 
of the Southern Conferenoe Educational Fund, incorporated, which 
saa utilised in sending out the publication entitled the 
"Southern Patriot*" this informant pointed out that many peraona 
carried on ms mailing list had not subscribed to the paper of 
their own accord* A confidential informant, sho has fund shed 
relUble information in the past and sho has scan knowledge of 
the southern Conference EdueeUonal Fund, Incorporated, and the 


t con fere n ce for Human welfare, advised thsVthe Southern 
me Educational Fund, incorporated, saa originally an 
sf the Southern Conference for Human Welfare prior to Hi 


its 

.,.;isifc»s'K the Southern Conference 

EduoationalFwdt, Incorporated, continued ee aeeparete 
independent organisation, stressing the fact that it vac _ 
noupoUtlcal in nature* Continuing, this informant stated It 
baa devoted its off orts primarily to race relations, campaigning 
discrimination and i^regation and, further, tto ttEe 
1 leader* of the Southern conference Educational Fund, 
tod, sage the side as those of the Southern Conferenoe 
for Human Welfare* In conclusion, this informant advised 
thst the Communist Party was interested in infiltrating and 
controlling the southern Conference for Human Welfare, but it 
has given little indication of interest in the Southern conference 
Educational Fund, incorporated* 







nritt Aatenmi 



fl» Southern coalmno* tor Busan Welfare has bo o n 
cited by tbo CotfNMloMX C oi — ittoo on tJn-Ancricen Activities, 
Uni tod States Bouse of Representat iron , os a communist-front 
organisation "ibiek seeks to attract t :rm liberals on 
tbo banio of lto seeming iatorttt in tbo problems of tbo South*” 
although lto "professed lntoroot in southern welfare in aiapljr 
an espediest tor larger a inn carving tbo Soviet Union and its 
subservient Communist Party in tbo United States*** 

Tbo Oasauaist Party* USA, bas boon designated by tbo 
Attorney General of tbo United States pursuant to Xxecutivo 
order 10450. 


■, ‘ -v. 




Tbs "Southern patriot** van cited as an organ of tbo 
Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare by tbo Committee oa 
Un-American Activities* United states Boass of Soprooontat ivoo * 
is its report dated dune 18* 1945, 

confidential informant; vbo bas furaisbsd reliable 
information in tbo past* made available in January* lSdd* a 
letter on tbo stationery of tbo Anorioaa Cosnittee for 
Spanish . f roodon * A Xist of sponsors of this organisation 
appears on this stationary and this list contains the nans 
Bar inn Anderson* not further identified* The American 
Cosnittee for Spanish froodon has boon designated by tbo 
AttoraeyGener«4 of tin United states pursuant to Sneeutive 

ban furnished 
. past* advised in Asanas?* 1045* 

Affairs held a mass meeting on 

-j# ^ 0110,01^^09^ 

ir: This informant continued tha* 

the audience* as members of bar 

. ,, stand bptbe Council on African Affairs and support & 

MM. food* This informant also 

^ subdl : - MluNii tbo audience for complete 


The Council on African Affairs has 
designated by the Attorney General of tbo United Staton 

v •^^'^^■T^Anotbbf confidential infomnnt^irbo bas furaisbsd 
rsXiabl# information in the past* advised on Hovsaber s* 1055* 



reliable iaformntioa la 
ti*t>t**;:'^ 




Zip#:#. 

Vi . 
•*. . . /• 7 / \ 


* a confidential source 


3 *■* 


that tha Outsell os Airless Affairs dissolved is Aim, 1955, 
sad, st the time of dissolution, Paul Robeson was chairs** 
of the organisation* 


Another confidential Informant ? who U. burnished 
reliable information in the past, advised Is June, 1950, that 
Paul Ro be s on was knees to bln to bo * concealed communist prior 
to 1945. . •••■. 


Another confidential Informant f*eho has f urtidshtd 


reliable information In the past,, advised is April, 1944, that 

TbocsM. 


Paul Robeson's C oa su nls t Party rase was John 


Assoc 1st os of Kiss Anderson's, who have bass acquainted 
with her for a nuabor of years, advlssd that she has had as 
soolaldooataots with Paal Robeson sad they have nothing Is casa m 
except their suelc. they further advised she disapproves of his 
peilt leal activities* 


' • ■ • ’ 4£>Zj** 

o Louis Bud enz ' 


b7Cy / 1>7A 





K > ‘ 


- 14 - 






% 


iiljgf 



f Ine Attorn©} General 


Director, 13* 


June 13, 1958 


KAEiiSiEisHscE ALL tN®M)N 

also known as Mrs* Orp heus Hodge |^£|^£} j§ (JNQLA^jFIfT) 

DATE W/7&7 B Y -sr*r jc£& 


Fisher { SPECIAL UJQUIKf 


futo^ed to the Itonohable Sherman' Adams and the Secretary of 


v By letter dated April 30, 1958, Mr* Roderic L* 

0* Connor of the Department of State requested an investigation 
of the above-capt toned individual. Mr. 0*Conaor advised it 
is proposed to recommend to the President that Kiss Anderson 
be appointed to a top-*level position in the Department of State* 

' *Ehe results of this investigation are reflected 
in the enclosed summary memorandum, copies of which are being 



_ is noted Miss _ _ 

9 to I935i Inasmuch as this Bureau has no **• 

‘ ihg investigations overseas, . thb';enolosed'.SPpfe ■ • ^ . , 

contains only the results or the' ia 5 uiries.te^^^ ' 
in the Dhitod Btates. >• 

inq^tr 

„__aeter, loyalty, general standing and ability 
;tg |Vere made as to the sources of her Income* 

; *■“* "... •• 



• • 




mobs 


HuKl 3 1958 


COMM-PM 






.-•-•• •, . . 
.•A,-- ■•■• 

. •• ,. p •. '?*'V . v 


iteW!, 


Tele. Room 

Holloman 
Gandy 


y > t * rr- i ‘ : 


’ T-Trrmrrr - 
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ffi- 


f. 




MARIAN ANDERSON 

^arnLFfbnia 


wAiLEe 

DEC 161964 
mwe .check 

December 15, 1964 

w u W\ \^\ r O v 


uqj£k_m? 

Pennsylvani 


In response to your name check vaguest. you are 
referred to a sesorandu* concerning JMriaS^Tnderson. also 
Orpheus Hodge Fisher which was furnished to 
your agency on June 13, 1958. 

(77-78164) 

* ^baequenttothia infomation. FBI files reveal 

l£!L l L th ! Itoy *l°4 1960 » J?* 0 * of ^ Washington Daily Neva? 

rSinL*!! S! arti £w r€ **r ,ln « ■ *••«»» »»da by Freuier Fidel 
Castro at Havana the previous evening. There was also a 

t^ki~« a -^*** n *^ , ^---- n SlSj-J .• a *fti«la showing Frenier Castro 
on 


U* *}Mger, Marian Anderson, who was presented 
a Iv concert prior to Castro's speech. 

(109-12-210-A 5-30-60, Washington Daily News) 

Jfe J Infornation was received at the Bureau in July, IV 
that Marian Anderson, alone with m hmIimi a# «*k.» 




in*Japan* ** * • coununist infiltrated organisation 

(105-62469-14,34) 

Orig inal & 1-STATE (CU/ECS/AA ) 

Request Receiy ed-11/23/64 

^DSrdedftfl r T ' ' 

furnished to White House on 

h- ■ -A - REC- 3 S 7 ~ J 3 7 

-•a «* * 1 IS t*f*r*rTr ip * « - . .. 

e &£c 7 f 7-9g.^ 


\v 5 




iW'?’? ls ; esu!t of check of FBI 
UVe fKes - To obtain arreat 

K ” st be submitted to 

“ • Identification Division. 


This document- contains neither recommendations hot conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. This is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 


v'T 


5 b DEG 22 1964 


ALL INFORMATION Cw , * r..b... 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

nAT E /Jnkl R Y m. 
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.Date 
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Searcher 
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FILE' NUMBER / 
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v-yy/si- 


rx* /•// utosi^/t 

M * s 'M-# 


Mzl£LS2£dB L4^Z p|s# 
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NUMEROUS REFEBfiNCE 


I^p( 

SEARCH SLIP 

Subj: „ u mR e £ S &£L i &££ 


mm 



I 'M 



Room — 

Searcher -y.f. 
Initial - LLlL 


SERIAL 


Cl k/ 4 ei? .w, Wft a i mWE> 
Sffif/A.C- UZT5i,-£$p.a 2 ^ 
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/Am. 7/ra k 



•• vis-:. 
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Juno 10, 

BY LIAISON 


Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 

Bear Mr. Watson: j)AT£ B Y 


The White House 
Washington, D. C. 



.if. .v> 




• i*3X 



Reference is made to the request from SHI 
fc for a check of FBI files relative to approximately 
30 individualsin connection V7ith a seminar v/hich is to be held 
y- :-|?:>Xda:l^ia^,\Jun^ 14, 1965. • 

Attached is a memorandum listing some 37 
individuals concerning whom the FBI has no identifiable 
derogatory information in the central files or the files of the 
Identification Division, Also enclosed are five memoranda 
: :v f : X regarding individuals included in this name check request. The . 

;; . fcalance of the names in connection with this request will be ; v ,' 
■- -W ^ ’ submitted as they are completed. / X-.-/ y 

.••• ' . 1 A *•’ -X •>, ?■•(< rJr*£$-zKr ■.■*> *•'<•.••5 . V .1 \ ~ ~ f 

- a Sincerely yours, 

- ;v . • 










S ' JUN 14 1365 



■ p’ ■-54'V* ^v.' ^.r'X 


VxAl- >y , - 


NOT RECORDED 

128 JUN 15 1965 


Enclosures (6) 

1'-. Mr. Belmont 

1' - Mr.' Mohr v •• '?:■■■ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Gale VV~ 

1 - Mr. Rosen ^ 



_ 700 



3*0** 


S? _ 0*}/*“ 

w - -'"71/ 

pM 1 -" 



. '• NOTE: To be delivered by liaison by Mr. DeLoach ? s Office, <§> 

0 -z' T jpjsa.s (10) ^ 0s 

1 - 1 TELETYPE UNIT L_1 


f.Hv •- 


;x ; ^- 

i 0 : < -l" 

>XiA'. 

Iff }&. 





T , ..y 
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Juris 10, 1065 






rKW 

?^^W,..w-~ 



& 

MARIAM ANDSBSON 
ilwkanmum ORPHEUS HODGE 

< 5 im 


^mivv^FtsK: 


■Pr. 


As A risatt of a requsst from ta Department of 
aa April 80, 10U, this Bureau c ondu c t ed aa appUeant-typ# 

iW ** ma Miff isffiiid tt i d 



Uudt : * u "“ «■ 

ves included 


f : 


for «««, .„„ _ 71f „. . 

^ of Utfutipittoi nara contaiaed In a iuquiij 

S25M iiAdBin, a eon of whish was seat to ta White Boese setae IS, " 
indt a copy is eaclosed with this memeraadam. (77-78164-35) 

fafaifjpufad fa larcstigatta. PS files reran! 
that in the May 80, 1060, issue of "the Weehfngta Daily Hews,** tare 
was an article regarding a speech made toy Premier Pldel Castro at 
BavnaatayewtamOvtag. There waa also a photograph in "The 
Daily Wows" showing Premier Castro talking wtyh the singer, Marta 
Anderson, after a recent teleeast (109-12-210-A 5-30-60, Washington 

Daily News) % 'Yff:S^ 

• rtattawtaiwlm^ 

tk a mtmher of other nromiasat taiVtaal^' ' 
si ea orwaMsatta tamwa as QmmuXkaramsmM$u 



is 



a source as a 

(105- 62469-14, 34) 



;yY#C: 


Tolson — 

Belmont 

Mohr 

DeLoach 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad - -■ - 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

SulUvan 

Tavel „ , 
Trotter _ 
Tele. Ro 
Holmes _ 
Gandy — 


da^ldeokfUb^^ eaptyoasd individual based upon 
nngp wMM iwp ritttttoft gubmltted in connection with ids Ba m# cheek 

' 1 : l>lillKF 6 fiSRl 1 2 K CSu i nil i l 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Enclosure DM1 tiJSB. 3- BY 3R3 

ELCrjol ' j #373(rS$ 

7W 77- 7««y-3? 
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= V 


MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 


Pb£P& 


February 21# 1966 




yi 


Miitir m i mM e So 

Bora: February 17 # INI 

Philadelphia# Pennsylvania 


Xtfvrtaet pear request For infomation concerning 
the captioned MhM«M»t to our aaMiudai dated June 18 # 1958 . 


Nr ltlM reveal# la addition to the inforeatlom 
furnished in the referenced mnorandun# that on May 30 # I 960 , 
the :*ladhingteh Bally Meed** contained an article regarding 
a npeech node by Freaier Fidel Gaetro at Baeaaa. A photograph 
aooenpnnied thin article s h o eing preaier Chetro talking with 
♦»>**««**» n»»*»^ Aador ao a , who ene pr e e a n ted on a T 9 concert 
pried to Chntrb'e epe**A.— ■ 

Intern hp thin Bureau in 

JtelF* 1989 . that Marian Anderson, along with a n n b i r of other 

: pan included on the nailing lint of 
an orspninntiea knoen no genepikyo# Aaerlona naae# Japan Council 
for frokiblttee of Atonic and h ydro g en take. Thie organisation 
had keen d a eo rihed an a rnn—nnl et-lnf titrated organisation in 
(77-78164-57) 


Original and 1 - USIA 
Request received -2/8/66 





HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Htl! . 


REC-3 
« J05 


•J Q 

/fv- ~ / 




F£fc i24 &6g 


TAtj document contains neither recommendations r 7T conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents ok not to be distributed outside your agency. This reply is result of check 
of FBI investigative Jiles. To check arrest records # request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division:. 
Fingerprints are necessary for positive check. 
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July 14, 1S70 
BY LIAISON 

p r sags oc//4 


^573^3^ 


Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

The White House ! " ' ...... 

Washington, D. C. ' 

Dear Mr. Butterfield: 

Referenc e is made to your name check request 
concerning ^riHiB^and some ether individuals. 


Attached are separate memoranda concerning the 



following individuals: 

r 

Iroheas Pi; 




/ijhty 
' rf 


fd; 


Wmm 










This letter of transmittal may be declassified when|^#^^^SS 

tion is jremove& 



the enclosure bearing a classification 

. Sincerely yours,' 


i 1 y' • 


XX. 

-Jrl/ 

SD“ 


vugr 


I 

1 



>. .• ,*••.’• •:•••' 1 - S?i 

,.r . • .. v. \ •• ., . •'* - yrf.-r* .■ 




AK: 


KJ3gP 
L«J 1370 


'-hers 




Vbl -iM^RDeLo’ach - Enclosures (sent direct) 


‘ Bfc&D- Mfroale ;- Enclosures (sent direct) 



7W 

w ■ / 


ct? .r»lf'TT*- r r* 

iLiD Vvlwhl JU 


JCF:mcb" ’ ft) 

5 5JUL 28 1970 ; 

> S wV l 

HCO-dCIZZ} teletype unit CHI / ./ 

iff -//it 


44 At 


E JL)\ 16 1970 


PjSSftf4 

•H-' ", ,:<A/ T'4,, •• 








. 




July 14, 1970 


MR AND MRS. ORPHEUS FISHER 


a/i /■//£#* //<*££ 
-= — 



isher, 

"ST** 


/Ki /?**✓/ 


you 


d resides 


was 


Mrs. Orpheus H 

with her hushahdat M^iam^F^urmi. _ __ 

Connecticut and is known professionally as MarhuPAnderson , 
the subject of an applicant-type investigation conducted by the FBI 
daring 1958. The resalts of that inquiry were summarized in a com- 
munication dated Jane IS, 1958, a copy of which is attached. 
(77-78164) 

This Bureau received information during July, 1959, 
t hat the name of Marian Anderson, along with the names of a number 
of other prominent individuals, was Included on the mailing list of an 
organization known as Gensulkyo, also known as the Japan Council for 
Prohibition of Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs. Gensuikyo has been 
described as a communist-infiltrated organization in Japan. 

The May SO, 1960, issue of M The Washington Daily 
Nears” contained an article regarding a speech made by Premier 
Fidel Castro at Havana. A photograph accompanied the article 
showing Premier Castro talking with the singer, Marian Anderson, 
who was presented on a television concert prior to Castro’s speech. 

tJ? The central files of the FBI contain no additional 

pertinent information Identifiable with captioned individuals. 

“ ; The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection with this 
name 




ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE tafat&JH. 

Enclosure # r 31?>l/?g' 

NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant 
to the President . . j (J 

7 7 — / £ I L> i w ' 



_ ^ f ' /7 ' 

MAIL Pff dr I TELETYPE UNItl 1 WiLO-— 
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APR ~7- B76 :ck 


A 


C- 

MARION ANDERSON 


t 


Captioned individual, who you advised was bora 
Fe bruary 17, 1902, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was the 
subject ofAWbite House “ name check in 197 0 under her married 
name of Mrs, Orpheus Fisher* A copy of the FBI memorandum 
dated July 14, 1970, concerning Mr. and Mrs* Orpheus Fisher 
and FBI suamary memorandum dated June 13, 1958, concerning 
Marian Anderson are attached. 

~ (77-78164-35, 40) 

The central files of the FBI, including the records 
of the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning the captioned individual based upon 
background information submitted in connection with this name 
check request. 
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NOTE: 


ALL INFORMATION CONI AiKZJ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / 
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Staff Assistant 


ST. 115 


Aiit Oln: 


WW2T7--7 ?/W- *fl 



3 APR ‘13 1976 


Laboratory 

Fion. & Evat. _ 

S(MC. low. 

Training 

T«U^enLflnwL; jf * f. 

Oitaciot ‘ ‘ ’'**'"*’ 


^AlLROO^f^I] TELETYPE UNIT CZ) 
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GPO : 1975 O - 569-920 
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# - Federal Bureau ofPPestigation 

Records Branch 


irancn/ \ 

1/1 ■■ .»z?\ 


Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 
Attention 
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" - **’*■»- ’ - • %*;■ .*‘£7 



"■ 1 •*.- -V ' 7-. \ » *’ . .* • •. ? ■ 










I — I Return to 




4-22 (Rev. J-28-75) 

Federal Bureau of Inv.esfl^tion 
/ Records Section 


, 19. 


L___] Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
L_J Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg. 

■ L_J Forward to File Review 

Attention 1 ' 


Supervisor Room Ext. 
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j j Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

1 1 All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

L __ [ Subversive References Only 
| rr- j Nonsubversive References Only 
1 Main S* ^ri\S References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

L,.. j Restricted to Locality of 

j— J Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
3 Buildup L I Variations 


Subject 
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Date — .1 t 
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- Initials 
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